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save her honour. The new government of the National Defence
improvised armies formed of remnants of regiments* sailors,
marines, mobiles; it proclaimed a levcc en masse of all men of
twenty-one to forty years of age, and provided some of them
with arms bought in England and the United States. This un-
foreseen resistance astonished the Germans.* But the outcome
was never in doubt for a moment, in spite of French illusions.
The war was reduced to the siege of Paris and attempts to de-
liver the city. It was divided into throe acts.

1.  The Third and Fourth German armies marched on Paris,
while the Second blockaded the French army in Mctz.   Tim
French government sent Thiers, on September i-J, to search Eu-
rope for alliances.   Public opinion, which had been unfavourable
to Napoleon, had turned in favour of France against the invad-
ing Germans, who had suddenly become too strong; it was shown
by manifestations of sympathy and private subscriptions; but no
government dared to interfere.   J. Favre* in a circular of Sep-
tember 6, announced as the condition of peace: " Not an inch
of our territory, not a stone of our fortresses."   At the Ferrieres
interview, on September 19 (see p. 188), Bismarck demanded
Alsace; not even an armistice could be arranged.   The Germans
on the same day took the heights of Ch&tillon, which enabled
them to bombard Paris from the south, and they invested the
city.    Bazaine, wishing to preserve the Metz army, made no
serious attempt to force the blockade, hut negotiated with the
Germans (see p. 189), and was finally driven by famine to sur-
render his army, on October 27.   On October 31  Russia de-
clared that she no longer considered herself bound by the treaty
of 1856 and resumed her liberty of action on the Black Sea*
Thiers was sent to arrange a truce (October 31); Bismarck de-
manded Alsace and $600,000,000; the negotiation was broken off
on December 5, when on the point of completion.!

2.  The army of the Loire, formed at Orleans of more than 150,-

* There were, according to Freycinet, u La Guerre on Province," 1871,
230,000 infantry, 32,000 cavalry, 110,000 mobiles* 180,000 militiamen,
30,000 fr&nc-tireurs (guerrillas), and 1400 cannon. See the estimate of
these forces by a German officer, von der Golte, ** Leon Gambetta and
his Armies/* 1877.

f Different reasons are given for the rupture: the insurrection of
October 31, which made the provisional government fear a revolt in cane
of a trace; Bismarck's new demands for securities to be taken against
Paris, and King William's dissatisfaction over Gamtyjtta's proclamation
regarding Bazaine.